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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Tuesday, 13 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: The reported staffing numbers from Office of Force Readiness and Deployment (OFRD) have not changed. Some Officers have started to travel home. Today's OFRD update has not been disseminated.

At this time, 256 Officers have Deployment Assignments, 168 Officers have been deployed to the field.

The rescue and evacuation phase of the Joint Task Force, New Orleans, has transitioned to recovery and sustainment operations. 
	OUTLOOK DATA: Tropical Storm Ophelia is edging nearer the Carolina coast, this afternoon. In the process, the feet-in-molasses storm has hurled an extremely heavy rainband very close to the South Carolina/southern North Carolina shore. As of noon, blinding rain and wind gusts as high as 60 mph were just a few miles from the beaches and expected to move onshore shortly.

HHS and OFRD has a Medical Strike Team comprised of 45 CC Officers, a Rapid Needs Assessment Team and the Secretary's Emergency Response Team (SERT), standing by for Ophelia. 
	ACTION DATA: 
CAPT Molloy reports that the Mississippi and Louisiana Tribes and the Nashville Area Emergency Team have continued assessments of the impact of mold in living areas. 

Please see CAPT Molloy's detailed report from the Nashville Area on 
Page Two.

	SAFETY DATA: 
Decrease the risk of mosquito and other insect bites by wearing long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and by using insect repellents. 

Most cases of sickness associated with flood conditions are brought
about by ingesting contaminated food or water.

	STATISTICS DATA: With the storm forecast to continue its slow-motion assault on the region, the arc of squalls will march gradually westward and northward. Rainfall totals over the next couple of days in northeast South Carolina and eastern North Carolina of 5 to 10 inches (isolated 15 inches) are not out of the question due to the storm's recalcitrant movement. 

Flood watches are posted for a large chunk of the eastern Carolinas. Ophelia's landfall, probably somewhere along the southern coast of North Carolina, is forecast to occur tomorrow morning with the storm thereafter tracking northeastward toward the Outer Banks. 



	FEDERAL DATA: 

Status report for Nashville Area Tribes.  Unless specific issues are addressed below, tribal programs are in recovery mode and not requesting assistance from IHS at this time.

Mississippi Band Of Choctaw:

CAPT Mickey Rathsam, Environmental Health Officer received a request from the National Building Research Council to assist the Choctaw Housing Authority in an assessment of homes.  Initial reports indicated there were 800 - 1000 homes with substantial damage from Hurricane Katrina.  Concern was expressed regarding health issues related to mold growth and indoor air quality.  CAPT Rathsam is assisting with the assessment.  Monday he met with local housing and other tribal officials to begin the assessment process.  Tuesday, a group proceeded to the Bogue Homa tribal community which is in Jones County, MS.  CAPT Kevin Molloy was requested to assess for the possibility of vector borne disease hazards, especially West Nile Virus.  According to the Mississippi State Department of Health there have been confirmed human cases of West Nile Virus in counties where tribal members reside.  CAPT Molloy will contact the Mississippi State Department of Health, for further information on vector monitoring and control.

As of Tuesday afternoon, the assessment of housing units (at Bogue Homa) was still in progress. Preliminary reports from CAPT Rathsam indicate the situation is better than previously reported.  To date, approximately 128 homes are with roof damage, however assessments are ongoing.  Updates will be forthcoming. CAPT Rathsam has been in contact with FEMA in Mississippi to discuss tribal issues.

CAPT Molloy received a call from Linda Stroka of FEMA.  Ms. Stroka, and Joseph Hesbrook, FEMA Tribal Liaisons are in the Mississippi and Louisiana areas and will be making tribal contacts over the next few days.  Contact information for CAPT Rathsam was provided to the Liaisons.  CAPT Molloy provided a briefing on issues that have developed at the tribal sites, including housing issues and the issues relating to state recognized tribes.  The FEMA Liaisons will follow up on these issues.

	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 90s. Light and variable winds. 

Tonight...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 60s. Light and variable winds. 

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s. Light and variable winds becoming southwest around 10 mph in the afternoon. 
 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: 

HHS Region IV Summary

Mississippi’s top priority is continuing primary care for Gulf Coast residents as Disaster Medical Assistance Teams demobilize.  The water situation is reportedly getting better with fewer counties under boiling water restrictions.  Federal agencies proceeding with demobilization of personnel and stand down of assets in Mississippi.



HHS Region VI Summary

Federal operations are being transferred from the Regional Resource Coordination Center to the Joint Field Offices in Baton Rouge and New Orleans.  The immunization of staff and residents coming back to the area has been successful and temporary housing solutions for health care workers continues to be a primary issue.  
The Environmental Protection Agency in coordination with the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality have posted data on New Orleans flood water samples collected from 12 locations.  
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